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PROLOGUE

Ramon Fernandez-Rubio
Furman University

The Thirty-fifth Annual Mountain Interstate Foreign Language
Conference was hosted by Furman University, and was held October
3-5, 1985, in Greenville, South Carolina. This regional conference was
the best attended of our conferences, and attracted more than 400
people from 36 states and several foreign countries, with some 391
registered participants. There were one hundred ninety-two academic
institutions represented at the conference. Scholarly papers were pre-
sented on a number of national literatures, including French, German,
Italian, Luso-Brazilian, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish. Other
papers dealt with pedagogy, linguistics, literary criticism, literature
and the arts, comparative literature, Classics, stylistics, and transla-
tion. The program had several «plenary sessions» in French, German,
Portuguese, and Spanish Peninsular, as well as Latin American litera-
ture. The address of our keynote speaker, Dr. Jonathan Culler of Cor-
nell University, to the general session was, of course, a high point of
the Convention and we are pleased to include his remarks in this col-
lection.

As the President of the Mountain Interstate Foreign Language
Conference (MIFLC) at the time of the conference, I would like to
thank all of you who served as readers for the conference, my col-
leagues at Furman, who contributed directly or indirectly to the suc-
cess of this conference, and all the members of the Editorial Advisory
Board for their help in the difficult task of selecting so few from
among so many excellent papers to be included in Selected Proceed-
ings of the 35th Annual Mountain Interstate Foreign Language Con-
ference, an edition of some forty outstanding articles read at the
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10 MIFLC Proceedings

Greenville conference. My thanks as well to Professor Oscar Hernan-
dez Daniel, Jean-Pierre Piriou, Daniel Reedy, Helene M. Riley, Ale-
xandrino E. Severino, and Joseph T. Snow for organizing the plenary
sessions, and to Amelia del Castillo and Hilda Perea for reading selec-
tions of their work in the special evening session in Spanish.

I offer very special thanks to the Vice-President of Academic Af-
fairs and Dean of Furman University, Dr. John H. Crabtree, Jr., for
his support of this conference and the publication of these proceed-
ings.





