Satire and Invective

in Enlightened Spain:

Crotalogia, o ciencia de las castafiuelas,
by Fray Juan Ferndndez de Rojas

by NOEL FALLOWS

,',\

Juan de la Cuesta

Newark, Delaware




Table of Contents

PREFACE ..o oot vii
INTRODUCTION ....eieiteetee et ee e ettt r e e X
1. Fray Juan Fernandez de Rojas: Life and Works ....................... ix

2. Crotalogia: Text and Transmission ..., xxxviil

2.1. Extant editions of Crotalogia ...............ccccooveeee XX\l

22 SR oo, xlii

3. Satire and Invective: Ferndndez de Rojas” Sources................xIv

3.1. Paremiological sources..........cccccocoeriniiicciiicnicnennxlv

3.2. Mythological sources .... ii

3.3, Classical SOUTCES... ..o, xlix

3.4, Contemporary SOUTCES ..........cccocivriuariiaiiaiieceeceenes Jiv

3.5, OnNomastic SOUTCES .....oveeioiieiieiee e Iviii

4. Concluding remarks.........ocooooooiiiii Ixi

5. Editorial Criteria ..o Ixii
Crotalogia, o ciencia de las castaiiuelds........................ccoovi, 1
CRITICAL APPARATUS ..ottt en e 105
APPENDIX. ...ttt eeve ettt et ee et e e e et ettt et 111

BIBLIOGRAPHY ....cooviiiiiiie ittt ettt 121



Preface

AVING WORKED ON THE PRESENT research project for several

years, | was recently pleased to read a coomment by the essayist

Rafael Sanchez Ferlosio who, although unmaware that Fray
Juan Fernindez de Rojas is the real author of Crotalogia, o ciencia de
las castaituelas, is none the less filled with admiration for his skill in
the art of irony and reductio ad absurdum. Fernindez de Rojas is,
Sanchez Ferlosio declares, “el mds inteligente de los espaiioles.” With
this comment in mind, I would add that Ferndndez de Rojas would
certainly have appreciated the irony of a critical edition of Crotalogia,
complete with footnotes, a critical apparatus and even an appendix.
Worse still, in the appendix | include soine of the mediocre periodical
articles that the author condemns in his satirical treatise. Ironies not-
withstanding, it is hoped that an annotated critical edition of the text
will at the very least awaken new imterest in the works of Fray Juan
Fernandez de Rojas.

I would like to thank Professor David T. Gies, editor of Dieciocho,
for granting permission to draw some material from two of my previous
articles on Ferndndez de Rojas (see Bibliography for complete details).
Thanks are also due to Professor Wyatt W. Anderson, Dean of the
Franklin College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Georgia,

i ) . y .
Rafael Sdnchez Ferlosio, EI alma y la vergiienza (Barcelona: Destino,

2000), p. 320.
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who graciously provided a research account while I served as Acting
Head of the Department of Romance Languages. 1 was thus able to
purchase microfilms and consult a variety of primary sources at ar-
chives in Spain during the spring of 2000. Finally, I am grateful to the
interlibrary loan staff of the University of Georgia, particularly Virginia
C. Feher, for always locating items with efficiency and unfailing good
cheer.



Introduction

“El hacer reir uo es sino de grandes imgenios”
Miguel de Cervantes’

1. FRAY JUAN FERNANDEZ DE R0jAS: LIFE AND WORKS

on 23 June 1752, in Cohnenar de Oreja, the son of Francisco

Fermdndez de Rojas and Plicida Mateo Agustin. His immediate
family was of humble stock and his parents list their profcssion as “lab-
radores” in the documents pertaining to Femandcz de Rojas” baptism.’
It can be stated with certainty that Juan Fermandez de Rojas had at
least one sibling, for it is known that his liquid assets, consisting pri-
marily of personal correspondence and copies of his published works,
were inherited by Marfa del Carmen Arteaga, ntece of the deceased.
Arteaga was in turn married to Marcelino Ferndndez de Reboto, who
served as one of Fernando VII's personal plivsicians. Given their posi-
tion it is reasonable to assuine that Fernandez dc Rojas’ extended fan-
ily was not without means.

Flm’ JUAN FRANCISCO JOAQUIN FERNANDEZ DE ROJAS was born

* Quoted by Fray Juan Ferndndez de Rojas in his introduction to the po-
etry of Diego Tadeo Gonzilez. See Fray Diego Gonzilez, Poesias, in Poetas
liricos del siglo XVIII, ed. Leopoldo Augusto de Cueto, Biblioteca de Autores
Espaiioles, 61 (Madrid: Rivadeneira, 1952), pp. 177-203, at p. 179.

* The documents are transcribed by Maria Rosario Barabino Macfa, Fray
Juan Ferndndez de Rojas: su obra y su significacién en el s. XVIII (Madrid:
Universidad Complutense, 1981), pp. 60-79.



X SATIRFAND INVECTIVE IN ENLIGITTENED SPAIN

By the year 1765, at the age of thirteen, Fernindez de Rojas had
moved to Madrid, where he took holy orders and joined the Augustin-
ian Order in the monastery of San Felipe el Real. The Augustinians
owned property throughout Spain, including houses in the great cen-
ters of learning. From Madrid Fernindez de Rojas moved to Sala-
manca with a view to studying theology and Greek. As a member of
the Order he was entitled to reside in the premises owned by the Au-
gustinians in that city. It was at the University of Salamanca that he
met one of the most influential figures in his life, the renowned profes-
sor of theology, Diego Tadeo Gonzilez. Their personalities comple-
mented each other perfectly. If Ferndndez de Rojas admired his tutor’s
erudition and taciturnity, Gonzdlez in turn found an ideal counterpart
in his disciple’s genuine thirst for knowledge and above all his wit and
humor. Their relationship was intimate in a platonic sense, to the ex-
tent that Gonzdlez would refer to Ferndndez de Rojas as the “consuelo
de mis trabajos y alivio de mis tristezas.” As well as serious study of
Greek and theology, Gonzilez introduced Fernindez de Rojas to the
delights of poetry and belles lettres.

While Fernindez de Rojas was a student at Salamanca and still
under the tutelage of Gonzilez, he would meet another aficionado of
poetry, José¢ Cadalso y Vizquez. Cadalso, Fernindez de Rojas and
Gonzdlez shared common interests and the three formed an immedi-
ate bond, a bond that would form the basis of the so-called Salaman-
can School that flourished during the reign of Carlos III. The group
went from strength to strength. Cadalso would introduce a law student
by the name of Juan Meléndez Valdés to father Gonzilez. Meanwhile
Gonzilez, through correspondence with his colleague, brother Miguel
de Miras in Seville, had also been mtroduced to a voung student by
the name of Baltasar Melchor Gaspar Maria de Jovellanos. The group
eventually attracted the attention of other individuals affiliated with
the University of Salamanca, including José Iglesias de la Casa, a the-
ology student, and Fray Andrés del Corral. It was Jovellanos who
would subsequently celebrate the felicitous relationships that had de-
veloped as a result of the bond forged between Gonzilez and
Ferndndez de Rojas, as well as the truly fraternal nature of that bond,

! Fray Diego Gonzalez, Poesias, p. 177, n.1.



INTRODUCHION Xi

in a poem dedicated to his “amigos salmantinos,” Delio (Gonzilez),
Liseno (Fernindez de Rojas) and Batilo (Meléndez Valdés). The first
verses read as follows:

A vosotros, oh ingenios peregrinos,
que alld del Tormes en la verde orilla,
destinados de Apolo, honrdis la cuna
de las hispanas imusas renacientes;

a ti, oh dulce Batilo, y a vosotros,
sabio Delio y Liseno, digna gloria

y ornamento del pueblo salmantino;
desde la playa del ecuéreo Betis
Jovino el gijonense os apetece

muy colmada salud; aquel Jovino
cuyo nombre, hasta ahora retirado

de la conmin noticia, ya resuena

por las altas esferas, difundido

en himmos de alabanza bien sonantes,
merced de vuestros cdnticos divinos

y vuestra lira al sonoroso acento.’

By February, 1777, after graduating from the University of Sala-
manca, Ferndndez de Rojas appears to have been teaching philosophy
and theology in Toledo and Alcald.’ In 1783 he was dispatched to
Rome where he was to attend the election of the Visitor General of the
Augustinian Order. A detailed account of the election, with reference
to the role played by Fernindez de Rojas, was composed by Fray Mi-

’ Gaspar Melchor de Jovellanos, Obras completas, 7 vols. ed. José Miguel
Caso Gonzilez et al. (Oviedo: Centro de Estudios del Siglo XV, 1984-
1999), 1, 86.

® See Gregorio de Santiago Vela, Ensayo de una Biblioteca Ibero-
americana de la Orden de San Agustin, 8 vols. (Madrid: Asilo de Huérfanos,
1913-1931), 11, 440, and lrene Vallejo Gonzilez, “Juan Pablo Forner v el ‘Par-
naso Salmantino’,” in Juan Pablo Forner vy su época (1756-1797), ed. Jests
Cafias and Miguel Angel Lama (Ciceres: Editorial Regional de Extremadura,
1998), pp. 553-64, esp. pp. 557-59.





